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LETTER 

T O 

Mr.  K-- --R. 


Ch—y^  Jan.  6^ 

S I R, 

H E lofs  of  a favourite  child 
^ by  a premature  death,  tho’ 
in  a manner  fhocking,  and,  conii- 
dering  his  age,  unparalleled,  hath 
not  fo  far  perverted  my  under- 
flanding,  as  to  make  me  efteem  it 
a fubjedl  worthy  of  public  notice : 
untimely  deaths  are  as  common  as 
they  are  melancholy,  and  errors  in 
phyfical  pradlice  are  not  fo  un- 

B common 
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common  as  to  be  inexcufable : 
had  my  mind  been  afFeded  with 
no  other  evils,  grievous  as  they 
were,  I fhould  have  left  them  to 
time  to  remedy. — The  true  rea- 
fon,  therefore,  of  publicly  ad- 
dreffing  you  in  this  manner,  is 
grounded  on  the  behaviour  that 
enfued  on  your  receiving  from 
me  the  following  letter. 

To  Mr.  K r. 

Ch—y^  Dec.  2,  1757. 

SIR, 

I Have  nov/  time  to  refled  on 
the  lofs  of  my  dear  child ; 
and  as  the  manner  of  his  fudden 
death  fhocks  me,  and  all  man- 
kind who  hear  it,  I mu  ft  defire, 
in  a friendly  manner,  that  you 
will  inlert,  in  a methodical  courfe, 
a regular  diary  of  your  proceed- 
ings through  the  whole  cafe,  that 
I I, 
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I,  as  well  as  the  whole  branch  of 
the  fraternity,  may  be  fatisfied  : 
the  execution  of  this  requefl  will 
perhaps  flop  my  expofing  the  af- 
fair in  the  public  papers,  which 
I am  determined  to  do,  unlefs  I 
am  fatisfied  by  your  account. 

I am.  Sir, 

yours,  &’c. 

Ch.  B n. 

I think  I may  fafely  appeal  to 
all  who  fhall  read  this  letter,  whe- 
ther any  thing  was  contained  in 
it  Jc)  reproachful,  as  to  draw  on 
me  your  indignation,  or  fo  abfurd, 
or  illiberal,  as  to  merit  your  con- 
tempt ; when  therefore,  inftead 
of  vouchfafing  me  the  leaft  an- 
fwer  or  notice,  you  propagated 
reports  as  falfe  in  themfelves  as 
they  are  injurious  to  me;  when 
you  afcribed  my  child’s  diforder 

to 
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to  caufes  that  never  exifted,  and 
his  death  to  meafures  injudici- 
oufly  taken  ; when  you  traduced 
my  fkill  in  my  profeffion,  becaufe 
I could  only  palliate  his  fufferings, 
and  make  his  death  more  eafy ; 
and  exempted  yourfelf  from  blame, 
becaufe  your  attendance  was  dif- 
penfed.  with,  juft  before  his  death, 
when  his  cafe  was  pronounced 
fatal, When,  laftly,  by  arro- 

gance, defiance,  and  new  con- 
tempts daily  repeated,  you,  as  it 
were,  poifoned  the  wound  you 
before  had  given  me,  I thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  demand  a 
public  fatisfacftion,  and  to  detedt 
and  expofe  your  prevarications, 
by  dragging  them  into  open  light. 
— Add  to  this,  the  defire  I had, 
after  experience  of  my  own  feel- 
ings, to  give  eafe  to  thofe,  who 
having  believed,  through  your 
means,  my  fon  died  of  a malig- 
nant 
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nant  tnfe&ious  fever ^ in  a leat  of 
public  education,  might  other- 
wife  fuffer  great  difquietude,  be- 
caufe  they  are  parents,  as  1 lately 
was. 

Thefe,  hr,  are  the  motives  that 
have  induced  me  to  offer  to  the 
public  the  following  Narrative  of 
fails,  attefted  by  eye-witnefles, 
whofe  credit  is  beyond  excep- 
tion. 


T FI  E 

NARRATIVE. 

TO  the  child  of  Mr.  B — 
furgeon  at  Ch—~-y,  (a  re- 
markably healthy,  robujl  boy, 
about  eight  years  of  age)  were 
given  feveral  gentle  purges,  about 
the  latter  end  of  O^ober  and  be- 
ginning of  November,  in  order  to 
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remove  fome  habitual  kernels  in 
his  neck  ; which  by  this  method, 
and  keeping  warm,  were,  till 
now,  always  eafily  difperfed.  At 
the  conclufion  of  this  courfe, 
through  an  ill-groiinded fufpidon 
of  the  apothecary,  v/lio  appre- 
hended the  child  was  going  to 
have  a fcarlet  fever,  he  was  put 
to  bed,  where  he  was  continued 
two  or  three  days  j but  neither 
fever,  eruption,  or  fore  throat 
fucceeding,  (the  child  all  this  time 
being  perledtly  free  from  either) 
he  ordered  him  to  be  taken  up, 
and  immediately  gave  him  a 
firong  mercurial  purge,  which 
operated  violently,  by  vomit 
as  well  as  ftool : this  dofe  was 
twice  repeated,  at  fhort  inter- 
vals. It  may  be  neceflary  to  ob- 
ferve  here,  that,  till  after  taking 
the  laft  mercurial  purge,  which 
was  about  ten  days  from  the  time 

he 
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he  v/as  put  to  bed,  the  child  con- 
tinued extremely  well  in  every 
refpeEl ; but  on  that  very  night, 
the  1 4th  of  November^  the  ufual 
lymptoms  of  a falivation  from 
mercury  came  on,  preceded  by 
an  enlargement  of  the  child’s  face, 
and  head ; his  cheeks,  tongue, 
and  gums,  were  exceeding  fore ; 
his  teeth  were  loofc,  and  that 
night  he  fpit  plentifully.  From 
the  15  th  to  the  i8th,  the  above 
fymptoms  increafed,  with  floughs 
and  fetid  breath ; and  fo  very  pro- 
fufe  was  the  faliv’ation,  that  the 
child  wetted  eleven  or  twelve 
napkins  in  a day  and  night.  No- 
thing, however,  was  yet  attempt- 
ed to  controul  the  falivation ; 
for  the  apothecary,  in  a letter  to 
Mr.  B-—n  this  day,  tells  him, 
tliat,  in  his  opinion,  the  /pitting, 
which  was  pat'tly  natural,  and  cri- 
tical, mull  be  carefully  kept  up ; 

that 


that  he  thought  him  in  a good 
way,  and  was  not  at  all  appre^ 
henjwe  of  any  prefent  danger. 
The  caufe  oi  his  fending  this  let- 
ter, was  OGcafioned  by  Mr.  B — n 
having  accidentally  heard  his  child 
had  been  indifpofed ; in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  had  fent  over 
a poft-chaife,  in  order  to  bring 
him  home;  not  having  received, 
in  all  this  time,  the  leaf!  intima- 
tion from  the  apothecary  of  the 
child’s  dangerous  htuation,  tho’ 
he  had  hc&n  frequently  and  warm- 
ly  prejfed  to  write  to  him  for  that 
purpofe.  Juflly  alarmed  at  fo 
very  extraordinary  an  account, 
Mr.-i? — early  the  next  morn- 
ing, on  the  19  th,  came  over, 
and  found  the  unhappy  child, 
with  fever  al  hoys  in  the  fame  room., 
in  a deep  falivatiosi ; with  fur- 
roughed  cheeks,  foughed  tongue 
and  lips,  frongly  fetid  breath, 

ind 
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and  ipitting  immoderately.  In 
the  prefence  of  the  father,  the 
child  had  io  ffrong  and  zmiverj'al 
a convidjl.o7T^  with  fuch  frequent 
returns  of  fpafms,  that  his  laft 
breath  was  every  moment  ex~ 
pedled.  Under  thefe  perilous  cir- 
cumflances,  in.  confultation  with 
the  apotheca7y^  it  was  agreed  to 
give  him  inffantly  a glyffer,  with 
fome  opening  medicines ; no  at- 
tempt having  been  made  to  pro- 
cure OTieJiool  f777ce  his  lafi  phyjicj 
though  it  was  now  the  fifth  day. 

1 hree  blifters  alfo  were  applied  ; 
no  unflung  broths  and  wine  were 
directed  to  be  given  occafionally, 
in  order  to  fupport  him.  The 
lloughs  and  ulcers  in  the  mouth 
wure  properly  cleanfed,  which  had 
by  no  means  been  fo  before  j for 
inoff  fhameful  had  hitherto  been 
the  atteTiduTsce  givcTt.  Mr.  B—77, 
after  leaving  proper  remedies  and 

C di- 
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directions  for  the  above  purpofe, 
in  the  evening  returned  home, 
being  obliged  to  attend  a patient 
in  a particular  branch  of  his  pro- 
feffion,  which  would  admit  of 
no  excufe.  Very  early  on  the 
20th  in  the  morning  he  returned 
to  E — , and  found  the  child  ra- 
ther better,  after  fome  ftools  pro- 
cured by  the  above  remedies ; faw 
the  apothecary,  who  agreed  to 
continue  the  above  method ; and 
on  proper  gargles  and  applica- 
tions to  the  ulcers,  in  order  to 
abate  the  flench,  which  was  now 
very  great,  the  falivation  rather 
decreafed.  The  21ft  Mr.  B — n 
vihted  again  : the  falivation  con- 
tinued as  yeflerday,  the  fmell  and 
ulcerations  increafed.  An  emi- 
nent phylician  was  this  day  call- 
ed in,  who  was  an  eye-witnels 
to  the  above  diflrefsful  cafe ; 
and  averred,  that  he  never  faw 
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a higher  degree  of  falivation 
from  mercury  in  his  life.  It  was 
agreed  to  continue  the  above  me- 
thod, and  to  fupport  him  pro- 
perly. The  apothecary  now  fre- 
quently attettded.,  and  diredled 
himfelf  a glyfter  this  night, 
the  phyfic  not  having  performed 
its  office.  Mr.  B — n himfelf  ftaid 
all  the  day,  frequently  v/affiing, 
cleanfing,  and  dreffing  the  ulcers 
on  the  lips,  cheeks,  tongue,  and 
gums  with  the  ufual  applications. 
On  the  2 2d  Mr.  B—n  vffited  again, 
with  the  apothecary.,  and  found 
the  child  rather  more  chearful ; 
but  the  falivation,  fetid  breath. 
Houghs,  and  ulcers  very  great. 
On  the  23d,  particular  bulinefs 
Drevented  Mr.  B — n%  attendance; 
Dut  he  was  affured  by  the  apothe- 
cary, if  the  child  ffiould  be  worfe, 
that  he  would  immediately  ac- 
quaint him,^?i  he  lived  not  art  hour  s 

C 2 ride 
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ride  from  him.  The  2 4th  Mr.  5-  -;?, 
on  his  return,  found  the  fymp- 
toms  in  general  vvorfe,  the  child 
having  had  another  ftrong  fit. 
The  apothecary’s  attendance  was 
now  difpenfed  with,  whofe  pre- 
fence had  long  been  infupport- 
able  to  the  child;  and  Mr.  B — n 
himfelf  attended  all  this  day.  On 
the  2 i;th  a furgeon  was  called  in, 
who  was  a witnefs  to  the  deep 
floughs  in  the  child’s  tongue, 
cheeks,  lips  and  gums,  which  were 
now  become  extremely  fetid : fe~ 
veral  of  them  were  cut  away,  and 
others  fcarified,  in  the  prefence 
of  many  witnefles.  This  gentle- 

ma7i  was  of  the  fame  oninion  with 

1 

the  phyftcian.,  that  the  cafe  was 
a ftro7ig  falivation  from  mercury y 
and  that  the  child  was  in  the  moft 
imminent  danger.  In  confulta- 
tion  with  the  phyfician,  the  bark 
was  diredted,  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties 
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ties  as  the  child’s  ftomach  would 

bear;  and  Mr.  B n fat  up 

all  this  night  to  give  it  him- 
felf,  and  to  foment  and  drefs  the 
now  numerous  ulcers.  On  the 
26th  the  fame  treatment  was 
purfued  by' Mr.  B — n ail  day; 
and  the  bark  continued : but 
in  the  evening  the  child  funk 
apace,  and  expired  that  night, 
after  fupporting  a flrongfalivation 
for  thirtee7^  days. 

This  is  a true  and  impartial 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  which  I pre- 
fent  as  fach  to  the  public  and 
you : and  leaving  you,  fir,  to 
fuch  refledions  as  niuft  necef- 
farily  occur  on  ^he  perufal,  I 
fhall  now  produce  the  follow- 
ing letter  of  your’s  to  me ; 
with  this  obfervation,  that  though 
you  could  never  be  prevailed  on 
to  'write  me  the  truth yet  you 
have  taken  great  pains  to  cosiceal 

it 
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it  from  me.  You  were  now,  in- 
deed, forced  to  the  alternative,  of 
fending  my  child,  or  giving  me 
your  reafons  for  fuch  refulal ; 
otherwife,  I fuppofe,  you  had  per- 
fevered  in  that  hlence,  which  it 
v/as  fo  much  your  inclination  and 
your  intereft  to  obferve. 

Mr,  K — r’j  Letter  to  Mr.  B — n. 
E — , Friday  morning,  [Nov.  i8.) 

Dear  Sir^ 

I Am  very  forry  to  tell  you,  that 
the  lituation  mailer  B — n 
is  at  prefent  in,  renders  his  re- 
moval juft  now  imprafticable.  As 
he  had  very  little  of  the  fcarlet 
-eruption,,  or  rednefs  in  his  Jkin, 
during  the  feverijlo  [late  of  his  dif- 
order,  I apprehend  a great  part 
of  the  morbid  caufe  was  lodged  on 
the  tonfils  and  parotid  glands, 

which 
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which  remained  much  enlarged^ 
and  remarkably  hard^  after  his 
fever  went  oft',  and  the  fkin  reco- 
vered its  natural  colour.  I was 
indeed,  at  one  time  apprehenftve, 
the  glands  of  his  neck  w'ould 
luppurate : I ordered  the  fwelled 
parts  to  be  covered  with  warm 
frefh  wool,  and  gave  him,  at 
proper  diftances,  gentle  purges., 
with  Infuf,  Sett.  Manna,  d^art. 
Solub.  which  operated  very  well, 
but  feemed  to  have  no  kind  of 
elTecft  on  the  fwelled  glands, 
which  remained,  indeed,  furpri- 
fingly  large  : fo  that  I thought  it 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  adminifter 
a more  Jlimulating  kind  of  purge ; 
for  which  purpofe  I fent  him  the 
following  * Pulv.  Baflic.  rhei 
Jalap  a gr.  viij.  to  be  taken  in  the 

* The  Pulv.  Bafilic.  is  compofed  of  equal  parts 
of  Diagrydium,  Cerufe  of  Antimony,  Cream  ot 
Tartar,  and  Mercurius  Dulcis. 

I 


morn- 
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morning,  in  a fpoonful  of  Syr^ 
Rofar.  It  operated  brijklyy  and 
appeared  to  agree  quite  well : it 
was  therefore  repeated  again  Sun- 
day laid,  when  he  Teemed  pretty 
well,  except  the  Jwellings  on  each 
Jide  of  his  neck,  which  were  ra- 
ther lefs,  though  his  purging  pow- 
der worked  him  ten  or  twelve 
times.  Wednefday  he  appeared  to 
have  a conjiderable  dif charge  from 
the  falivajy  glands,  which  has 
kept  up  ever  knee — but,  thank 
God,  It  has  hitirely  re?noved  the 
dwelling  from  his  neck,  which, 
before  the  difeharge,  was  of  an 
alarming  fize.  The  acrimony  of 
the  infeEiious  humour  of  this  kind 
of  complahit,  you  kjiow,  pro- 
duces inoil:  amazing  idcerations, 
attd  deep  foughs,  during  the  acute 
fage ; and  I have  too  often  ex- 
perienced the  tedious  ill  confe- 
quences  that  follow  a fcarlet  fe- 
ver, 


[ 17  ] 

ver,  when  the  eruption  in  the 
flcin  has  not  been  fuffacient  to  dif- 
charge  the  malignant  matter.— 
You  will  excuie  my  realoning  in 
this  manner  to  a perfon  of  your 
Jkill  and  experie?tce.  You  will,  I 
hope,  be  fatisfied  that  all  poffible 
care  has  and  v/ill  be  continued  to 
him  ; but  the  fpitting,  which,  in 
f?iy  opinion,  is  partly  a natural 
and  critical  drain  from  the  lym- 
phatic vejfels,  mujl  be  carefully 
kept  up. — I have  fometimes  leen 
an  asdematous  fwelling  all  over 
the  body,  after  this  complaint  ; 
and  the  day  before  his  fpitting 
came  onj  his  legs  were  much 
fwelled,  as  the  nurie  informed 
me,  when  llie  put  him  to  bed.— 
I have  ordered  every  thing  proper 
for  , him,  as  to  regimen,  in  Mrs, 
B — n s houfe,  W’hofe  frmidly  attd 
affeSiionate  cotKerti  lor  him,  you 
are  well  aflured  of. — When  your 

D bull- 
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bufinefs  will  permit,  I lliall  be 
glad  to  fee  you  at  my  houfe,  and 
will  then  attend  you  to  E — . — 
I fhould  certainly  have  wrote  to 
you  to-day,  if  you  had  not  jent 
the  bearer  over. — I think  hiin  m a 
good  way.,  and  not  apprehen- 
iive  that  he  is  in  any  prejent  dan- 
ger ; tho’  I fear  your  lady  will  be 
much  alarmed  at  his  not  being  in 
a fituation  to  be  removed  with 
fafety.  Y ou  will  befl  know  how 
to  reconcile  her  to  it ; and  believe 
me  to  be,  with  great  ftncerity. 

Your,  ^c. 

TV.  K . 

It  is  impoffible  that  fo  extra- 
ordinary a letter  as  this  can  pafs 
unnoticed  by  the  reader,  as  it 
was  intirely  calculated  to  throw  a 
veil  before  my  eyes,  and  to  de- 
ceive me  with  the  groflefl  fophif- 

try, 
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try,  and  moft  delufive  reafonings : 
I mufl;  beg  leave,  therefore,  to 
make  home  obfervations  upon  it, 
as  probably  they  may  be  of  ufe,  to 
prove  the  above  fuggeftion,  and 
to  expoie  your  extraordinary  con- 
duct, on  this  occafion. 

Observations  on  Mr.  K — rh 

Letter. 

WHAT  do  you  mean,  hr, 
by  faying  you  gave  the 
gentle  purges,  after  the  child  was 
put  to  bed  for  your  hnaginary  fe- 
ver ; when  you  well  know  they 
were  given  a week  or  ten  days  be- 
fore f Was  it  to  prove  the  necef- 
lity  of  then  giving  the  brijk  mer- 
curial phyjicf  Why  introduced  in 
this  part  of  the  letter,  but  to  mif- 
lead  or  perplex  ? Why  was  not 
the  order  of  time  faithfully  ob- 
ferved  ? 

D 2 
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You  fay,  that  on  Sunday^  after 
the  fecond  mercurial  purge,  he 
Jeeined  pretty  well,  except  the fwell- 
ing  on  each  fide  ofi  his  neck,  which 
was  rather  lefis : as  you  make  no 
mention  of  the  toniils,  we  may 
luppofe  them  leffened  alfo.  But 
why  do  you  chufe  to  omit  one  of 
the  mercurial  purges  f You  well 
know  three  were  given.  Is  this 
a proof  of  the  weaknefs  of  your 
memory,  or  of  your  little  regard 
to  truth  ? 

You  fay,  that,  notwithftanding 
his  purging  powder  worked  him  tett 
or  Hvelve  times,  (and,  with  equal 
truth  alfo,  you  might  have  added, 
tliat  it  vomited  him  almofl  as  of- 
ten) on  Wednefday  he  appeared  to 
have  a conjiderable  dificharge  from 
the  fialivary  glands  : had  you  at- 
tended the  child  as  your  duty  and 
the  cafe  demanded,  you  would 
have  found,  that  the  falivation, 

which 
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which  now  wetted  eleven  or  twelve 
napkins  in  twenty-four  hours,  be- 
gan on  the  Monday  evening,  two 
days  before.  Such  candid  repre- 
fentation  of  fadls  would  have  ob- 
viated any  fufpicion  of  dehgn,  or 
artifice,  in  this  your  relation. 

You  fay,  when  my  child  had 
already  falivated  four  or  five  days 
and  nights,  and  the  falivation 
was  then  hourly  rifing,  that,  in 
your  opiniony  the  fpitting,  which 
was  partly  a 7iatural  and  critical 
drain  from  the  lymphatic  vejfelsy 
mufl  be  carefully  kept  up : pray, 
what  do  you  mean  by  partly y and 
how  was  it  to  be  kept  up.?  by 
more  mercury  f Surely  it  then 
wanted  lowering  but  too  much. 

You  fay,  the  acrimoity  of  the 
mfeBious  hwnoury  you  KNow,y>r(?- 
duces  ?noft  atitazing  ulcerationsy 
and  deep  foughsy  during  the  acute 
fage  : I afk  you,  were  there  any 

floughs 
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Houghs  at  all  in  the  child’s  mouth 
during  the  acute  fiage  P Were 
there  any  on  the  tonfils  ? You 
mention  only  /jard  and  enlarged 
tonhls,  and  parotid  glands  y and 
lor  thefe  latter  you  gave  the  more 
flimulating  mercurial  phylic. 
l^hanh  Gody  fay  you,  the  falivary 
dif charge  has  removed  the  fivellmgs 
from  his  neck. 

But  I mull  beg  leave  to  tell  you, 
I DO  NOT  know  that  this  diftem- 
per  produces  ftich  amazmg  ulce- 
rations, and  deep  JJoughsy  on  the 
tonguCy  cheeksy  and  lipSy  as  really 
appeared  on  thole  parts  of  my 
child ; though  a different  kind  ol 
ulcer,  and  Hough,  does  fometimes 
on  the  uvuluy  arch  of  the  mouthy 
a7^d  tonfils ‘y  and  this  I take  to  be 
one  of  the  charadleriftic  marks, 
whereby  thefe  ulcers  may  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  each  other;  but 
I moll;  certainly  do  knowy  that  mer- 
cury 
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cur^  will  produce  exaccly  fuch 
ulcers  on  the  tongue.^  cheeks^  gums^ 
and  lips^  as  my  child  had. 

You  own,  that  the  fpitting 
came  not  on,  till  after  the  Irimu- 
lating  purges : would  not  purges 
that  operated  as  brfkly  as  thefe, 
unlefs  they  had  been  mercurial^ 
rather  have  checked  or  prevented 
a critical  fpitting  ? Why  won’t 
you  at  once  confefs,  that  you  in- 
tended a flight  falivation,  as  you 
already  have  that  the  ftittinp-ouvht 

7 7*  O ^ ^ O 

to  be  kept  up  9 

You  fay,  at  the  clofe  of  your 
letter,  you  think  him  in  a good 
^ucay : is  this  a proof  of  your  great 
fincerityf  With  what  face  could 
you  write  thus  to  me,  when  my 
poor  child  had  then  been  fali- 
vating  immoderately  for  four  davs 
and  nights ; by  which  he  was  fo 
greatly  funk  and  exhaufted,  that 
when  I vilited  him  early  the  next 

morn- 
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morning,  you  well  know,  he  had 
fuch  ftrong  convulfiv'e  hts,  that 
we  both  defpaired  of  his  furviving 
them,  that  very  day  ? 

What  cruelty,  thus  to  conceal 
from  a father,  the  dangerous 
and  alarming  fymptoms  of  his 
child’s  cafe  ? How  forcibly  and 
often  were  you  importuned  for 
that  purpofe,  by  one,  whofe  ten- 
dernefs,  whofe  friendly  and  af- 
feSiionate  mtcerny  you  with  fo 
much  truth  and  juftice  have  taken 
notice  of  in  this  letter  ? How 
could  you  refifl  fuch  interefting 
foilicitations  ? To  what  fhall  we 
afcribe  this  amazing  condudl  of 
your’s?  Was  it  to  want  of  judg- 
ment, or  to  want  of  integrity  ? 

Thefe,  fir,  are  painful  confi- 
derations  for  me  to  recall,  how 
little  foever  they  may  affed:  you, 
who  are  a flranger  to  the  tender 
emotions  in  the  bofom  of  a pa- 

ren  t 
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rent— fuch  only  can  truly  fym- 
pathize  with  me. — Yet  even  you 
might  have  leffened  my  griefs,  by 
a timely  confeffion  of  your  errors, 

• could  you  but  have  facrificed  your 
artifice,  and  difingenuity,  to  truth. 
What  retributions  can  nowbe  made, 
let  juftice  and  the  difinterefted 
voice  of  the  public  pronounce. 

And  now,  hr,  ’tis  moft  pro- 
bable, that  the  true  hate  of  the 
cafe  hands  really  thus.  After  my 
child  had  been  continued  a fuffi- 
cient  number  of  days  in  bed,  and 
neither  fever,  eruption,  or  fore 
throat  appeared,  you  thought  it 
high  time  to  order  him  up,  and 
treat  him  in  a different  manner. 
Accordingly  you  gave  him  three 
dofes  of  Ptrong  mercurial  phyhc, 
in  order  to  remove  the  external 
glandular  hvelling,  on  which  the 
gentle  phyhc  feemed  toyou^  to  have 
no  kind  of  e jfeSi , But  as  mercury 

E has 
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has  ever  been  found  extremely 
precarious  in  its  operation,  fo,  in 
this  cafe,  it  took  to  the  glands  of 
the  mouth,  and,  not  being  con- 
trouled  in  time,  gained  fuch  an  af- 
cendency,  that  in  vain  were  after- 
wards, all  the  efforts  of  art  to  re- 
ftrain  its  fury.  Your  defire  to 
conceal  this  accident  from  me, 
and  others,  was  the  caufe  of  your 
fubfequent  difingenuous  condud:, 
and  of  fo  many  delufive  argu- 
ments, that  were  advanced,  in  or- 
der to  fupport  your  firfi  afiertion, 
viz.  That  this  v/as  a critical 
[pitting  from  a malignant  fever. 
Whereas  had  you  candidly  con- 
feffed  the  truth,  and  confulted 
fome  of  the  profeffion  in  due 
time,  who  might  have  advifed 
you;  ’tis  more  than  probable  that 
my  child’s  life  had  been  faved, 
tho’  at  the  expence  of  your  judg- 
ment. In  order  to  confirm  this 

my 
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rny  opinion,  I refer  you  to  the 
following  queries. 

rhe  QUERIES. 

I . TFIether  mafter  B—n  had 
Y V fcarlet  fever ^ or 

fore  throaty  during  the  time  you 
confined  him  to  bed  ; or  the  lead: 
appearance  of  the  latter  till  after 
the  third  dofe  of  mercurial  phyfic? 

2.  If  the  child  had  the  fcarlet  fe- 
ver, why  was  he  not  continued  lon- 
ger in  bed,  and  treated  in  the  ufiial 
manner  you  treat  others  in  that 
diftemper  ? Did  he  not  eat,  drink, 
and  deep  as  ufual,  during  all  this 
time,  and  fwallow  with  the  utmoft 
facility  ? Did  he  fo  much  as  com- 
plain of  his  throat,  but  of  a ftiff- 
nefs  only  on  his  neck  externally, 
from  the  dwelled  gla.nds  thereof  ? 
Can  you  fay  his  tonfils  were  ulce- 
rated during  this  ftage  ? 

E 2 
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3 . Is  it  not  certain,  that,  a few 
days  from  his  iickening,  i.  e.  be- 
ing put  to  bed,  you  ordered  the 
child  up,  and  gave  him  a brisk 
mercurial  purge,  and  repeated  it 
twice  in  a few  days  ? Did  he  once 
during  this  mercurial  courfe^  com- 
plain of  his  throat,  till  the  laft 
day  of  taking  ? Did  he  not  even 
from  the  time  you  firft  put  him  to 
bed,  every  morning  eat  his  crufty 
role  with  the  other  boys,  and  fare 
as  they  did,  thofe  days  excepted, 
when  he  took  the  mercurial  phy~ 
fic  ? 

4.  Had  there  been  any  crifis 
by  fpitting,  or  tendency  thereto, 
previous  to  the  purging  phyfic, 
when  furely  it  was  moft  to  be  ex- 
pelled ; would  it  have  been  pru- 
dent, to  pervert  this  ialutary  courfe 
of  nature,  by  three  untimely  fti- 
mulating  mercttrial  purges  ? 
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5-  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  a 
cribs  by  the  falival  glands,  or  a 
fpitting  with  Houghs,  fetid  breath, 
^ c.  fliould  come  on  ten  days  after 
the  child’s  recovery  from  the  fe- 
ver (as  you  call  it)  and  after  three 
dofes  of  brilk  phyfic  ? Is  not  this 
contrary  to  nature’s  ufual  pro- 
ceedings ? 

6.  Why  do  not  you  continue 
to  own,  as  you  have  in  your  letter, 
that  you  gave  him  the  mercurial 
phybc  to  take  down  the  fweiled 
glands  of  his  neck,  partly  per- 
haps with  a view  to  a falivation  ? 

7.  Can  the  whole  hiftory  of 
phybc  produce  any  parallel  in- 
flance  with  this,  of  a critical fMX 
from  the  Jalival glands.^  coming  on 
at  this  period  ; increafing  daily 
for  a number  of  days,  to  a quart 
at  leaf!:  in  24  hours ; attended 
with  a general  inlargcment  of  the 
head, ; with  cheeks^  tongue.y  and 

lips 
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Ups  Jloughedj  teeth  loofe,  and  all 
this  accompanied  with  great  il:ench, 
in  a child  of  eight  years  old  f Are 
thefe  the  fymptorns  of  the  ma- 
lignant fore  threat  ^ if  fo,  Is 

this  the  method  of  treating  it  ? 

8.  But  it  the  ulcers  were  criti- 
cal and  of  fo  malignant  a nature^ 
as  to  occaiion  all  this  dreadful 
havock  in  the  child’s  mouth,  muft 
they  not  have  been  highly  conta- 
gious ? Why  then  were  feveral 
boys  permitted  by  you,  to  be  in 
the  fame  room  with  him,  till  a 
tew  days  before  he  died  ? Does 
not  this  contradict  your  appre- 
hention  of  its  being  contagious  ; 
or  had  you  a mind  to  tpread  it  ? 

9.  It  thefe  ulcers  were  of  fo 
•malignant  a nature,  as  you  pre- 
tend, why  was  the  father  not 
coufuked,  v/horn  you  knewtojbe  a 
furgeon,  and  lived  very  near  ? 
So  in  your  letter,  you  allow  him 

I skill 
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skill  and  experience  ;~Were  thefe 
reafons  for  exciuding  him  ? 

lO.  Is  there  not  but  too  much 
reafon  to  believe,  that  you  art- 
fully intended  to  conceal  the  cafe 
from  him,  as  well  as  others  of  the 
faculty  ; that  had  the  child  died 
without  fuch  infpeftion  [and  very 
near  death  the  convulfions  had 
brought  him,  the  very  firft  day 
the  father  did  fee  him)  you  might 
have  told  your  ftory  as  you  pleaf- 
ed,  and  without  rife  of  detedtion. 
Was  you  not  often  prefled  to 
write  to  him,  and  as  often  re- 
fufed  ? 

1 1 . But  I beg  to  Irnow,  fir, 
who,  but  yourfeif,  ever  thought 
of  giving  mermry  in  malignant 
fore  throats,  or  fo  immediately 
after  raaUgnant  fevers  f Is  not 
this  practice  as  novel,  as  it  appears 
claftgeroiis  ? What  authority  can 
you  produce  for  this  innovation  ? 
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12.  With  what  truth  can  you 
aver,  that  as  foon  as  the  father 
came,  you  were  no  longer  con- 
cerned ; when  for  feveral  days 
after,  as  the  narrative  fhews,  you 
continued  to  confult  with  him  : 
in  regard  to  the  furgeon’s  pro- 
vince, you  certainly  could  have 
no  pretenhons  there,  though  you 
had  ufurped  it  but  too  long ; and 
W'hen  you  declare  that  you  pro- 
pofed  the  bark,  which  was  not 
given  in  time,  is  it  not  a moft 
unjuft  aflertion,  v/hich  can  eafily 
be  proved  upon  you,  by  the  at- 
teftation  of  every  gentleman  con- 
cerned ? and  to  your  confufion, 
it  can  be  proved  alfo,  that  Mr. 
E — n himfelf  was  the  firft  who 
propofed  the  bark  ; and  that  you 
never  once  mentioned  it  in  con- 
fultation,  or  after,  to  him,  or  the 
phyfician. 

13- 
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13-  V/ith  what  face  after  all 
this,  could  you  intorm  thcfe  of  the 
firft  rank,  that  this  unhappy  child 
died  of  a fpitting,  from  a tranfla- 
tion  of  the  malignant  humours  to 
the  falival  glands,  and  lor  want  of 
the  bark,  which  you  advifed  ? 

1 4.  Is  it  not  evident,  that  after 
Mr.  B — n law  his  child’s  deplo- 
rable lituation,  every  affiftancewas 
given,  that  art  direds  in  fuch 
cafes  ? Did  he  not  call  in  an. 
eminent  phylician  and  furgeon, 
did  he  not  himfelf  attend  the 
child  both  night  and  day  with 
unwearied  diligence  and  affedion, 
and  adminifter  every  help  with 
his  own  hand  ? How  great  muft 
be  your  modefty  after  this,  to  de- 
clare, that  had  the  child  conti- 
nued under  your  foie  manage- 
ment, he  would  have  recovered  ? 

15.  But  if  this  diftemper  was 
both  malignant  and  contagious^  as 
you  aver  ; would  not  the  young 
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gentlemen,  who  continued  To  long 
in  the  fame  room  with  him,  have 
been  iniefted  with  it  ? 

1 6.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  the 
nurfe,  on  whole  bofom  the  child 
conftantly  reclined  his  head,  was 
affedled  : but  inftead  of  catching 
the  malignant,  lever,  how  came  it 
to  pafs,  that  die  fhould  only  be  af- 
fedted  with  a flight  Jpitting^  at- 
tended with  fore  gums^  fetid 
breath.^  and  looje  teeth^  the  ufual 
effedls  of  mercurial  fteams  ? 

And  now,  dr,  let  the  world 
judge,  whether  the  falivation,  of 
which  my  child  died,  was  the 
crids  of  a maligtiant  fever or  the 
effedts  of  mercury. 

As  to  the  direful  apprehe'n- 
dons  you  have  created,  con- 
cerning eruptive  fevers,  and  fore 
throats,  ^c.  I fliall  no  farther 
concern  myfelf  with  them,  than 
as  they  are  immediately  connedled 
with  the  prefent  queftion. 
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I think  I have  clearly  proved, 
this  cafe  had  nothing  maUgnajit 
or  infeSiious  in  it,  except  the  me- 
thod of  cure  : that  I confefs  was 
infeSiious  enough.--The  nurfe  you 
know  was  iniefled  with  it. — And 
upon  this  head  your  recolleflion 
will  naturally  carry  you  to  the  late 
cafe  of  a young  nobleman;  vvhofe 
lymptoms  you  magnified  as  dan- 
gerous, with  your  ufual  exaggera- 
tions : What  was  the  confequence  ? 
Did  the  very  eminent  phyiician, 
who  was  brought  down  upon  the 
occafion,  juftiiy  this  alarm  in  one 
fingle  point?  Did  he  difcern  the 
leall  malignity  ? Did  he  guard 
againft  inleclion,  by  fending  the 
near  relations  or  his  noble  patient 
out  of  the  houfe  ? No  ; he  found 
nothing  extraordinary  in  the  mat- 
ter, except  that  he  was  hurried 
down  upon  fo  frivolous  an  occa- 
fion. I repeat  again,  my  defigii 

ia 
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in  mentioning  all  this,  is  merely 
to  expofe  your  mifreprefentation 
of  fads,  that  are  conneded  in 
feme  meafure  with  my  child’s 
cafe  ; I want  not  to  obftrud:  any 
of  your  proceedings  ; go  on  to 
propagate  alarms  as  faft  as  you 

think  proper. Approve  your 

care  and  anxiety  to  the  tender  and 
apprehenfive  minds  of  parents  ; 
Jlir  up  the  honourable  lEomen^  and 
delerve  the  thanks  by  dtflroving 
their  quiet. — Thefe  are  little  con- 
trivances to  fupply  the  place  of 
merit ; the  talents  of  thofe  who 
have  no  better ; and  if  you  find 
them  profper,  I have  no  objection. 
Yet  perhaps  the  cafe  I have  de- 
feribed,  may  be  worthy  in  fome 
meafure  of  their  attention,  unlefs 
you  will  fay,  that  boys  are  to  be 
divided  into  two  clafl’es ; and  that 
experiments  fhould  be  made  upon 
the  vulgar,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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noble  : if  this  be  not  fo  ; if  the 
fame  meafure  of  fkill  and  fidelity 
in  our  profefiion  is  to  be  applied 
to  all ; the  confequence  is  unde- 
niable ; what  hath  thus  happened 
to  my  child,  might  have  been  the 
fate  of  fome  youth  of  the  moft 
exalted  rank  : and  then  it  will 
greatly  import  you  to  confiderupon 
what  ground  you  fland,  and  timely 
to  betake  yourlelf  to  the  bell  de- 
fence your  caufe  will  furnilh. 

Suppofing  you,  therefore,  to 
addrefs  yourfelf  to  your  vindica- 
tion, let  me  befpeak  fome  degree 
of  candour,  and  fair  dealing;  and 
beg  you  firft  to  facrifice  to  truth. 
• — Strive  not  to  perplex  the  terms 
of  the  queftion ; or  to  divert  the 
confequence,  and  evade  the  force 
of  it,  by  captious  and  quibbling 
fophiftry. — ^There  are  but  two 
ways  pofTible,  in  which  your  de- 
fence can  be  made. — If  you  deny 

the 
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the  facts,  and  produce  evidence 
tofupport  that  con  trad idtion,  the 
matter  wiil  lie  open  to  all  readers, 
who  are  capable  of  underftanding 
the  nature  and  force  of  teftimony. 
If  you  avow  the  fadts,  and  difpute 
the  confeqiiences,  the  queftion 
will  then  be  referred  to  men  of 
fciencc  in  the  profeffion;  and  by 
their  decilion  I am  contented  to 
abide.  But  there  is  a method 
that  maypoffibly  fuit  your  prefent 
difpofltion  better ; and  that  is,  not 
to  anfwer  at  all. — In  that  cafe, 
ilarug  and  grimace  may  be  of  ufe, 
to  denote  the  utmoft  contempt  of 
the  unwortliy  treatment  you  have 
received.  It  may  be  proper  to 
deferibe  the  author  of  thefe  pa- 
pers as  a poor  illiterate  wretch, 
beneath  all  notice ; and  the  work 
itfelf  as  a compound  of  ignorance 
and  malice,  fet  on  foot  merely  to 
traduce  your  charadler  : nay,  you 
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may  farther  tax  me  with  mon’ 
flrous  ingratitude,  in  private  com- 
panies^ who  killed  my  own  fen 
by  my  wiliul  ignorance  ; and  dif- 
miiled  you,  who  at  that  very 
time  was  refloring  him  to  perfed; 
health. 

Thefe  methods,  though  ra- 
ther flale  and  antiquated,  are  ftill 
in  good  efteem  among  a cer- 
tain part  of  mankind ; but,  I 
doubt,  they  will  hardly  ferve  you 
upon  the  prefent  occaiion:  that 
confeious  letter  of  your’s,  Mr. 
K — r,  hath  told  too  much  truth 
already. — ’Tis  too  late  to  put  on 
defiance,  when  you  have  already 
fpoken  the  language  of  guilt ; — • 
but  this  is  your  concern,  not  mine. 
— I defire  not  in  any  manner  to 
foreftall  the  cenfure  of  the  public; 
whatever  conclufions,  either  from 
your  defence,  or  from  your  fllence, 

(as 
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(as  it  may  happen)  ihould  be 
drawn  hereafter;  they  are  the  pro- 
per judges;  and  to  their  ditcxiion 
I fubmit. 
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